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cycling
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@The_Gazette

It was continental weekend 
for our local cyclists and run-
ners.

More than 3,000 sportive 
riders participated in the 
Gran Fondo Il Lombardia, on 
the roads around Lake Como.

Cybele club mem-
ber Andrew For-
syth took part 
and rode 110K 
w i t h  m o r e 
than 1,700m 
of climbing.

Over the 
course of the 
r o u t e ,  r i d -
e r s  t o o k  o n 
such legendary 
climbs as the Ma-
donna del Ghisallo, 
then the challenging Muro di 
Sormano, and just before the 
finish line, the Civigilio.

Andrew, an electrician 
at Victoria Hospital, com-
pleted the ride in a fantastic 
time of 3:46 and said it was an 
extremely tough ride but he 
thoroughly enjoyed the chal-
lenge.

Local runners ran the Pal-
ma 10K including Mick Edge 
from Blackpool, who ran with 
Wesham Road Runners.

Mick said it was a fantastic 
event with more than 10,000 

taking part and temperatures 
in the 90s; a change from run-
ning back home.

He completed the race in a 
time of 47:37, coming home in 
10th place in the V55 category.

Mick’s girlfriend, Carmel 
Sullivan, came first in the 
V50 category, completing the 
event in a little more than 44 
minutes.

Rob Danson from Wesham 
RR came second in the 

half marathon that 
was made up of 

strong inter-
national run-
ners, having 
o n l y  j u s t 
c o m p l ete d 
t h e  B e r l i n 

marathon. 
It was great 

to see a number 
of runners from 

Wesham and Blackpool 
representing the Fylde coast.

Cleveleys Road Club rid-
ers Nick Higginson and Tom 
Clough took part in the fa-
mous Ramsbottom Rake Hill 
Climb; a steep 320ft ascent in 
0.6 miles.

This is a brutal ride against 
the clock with gradients of 25 
per cent.

Nick said the crowd ring-
ing cowbells helped get riders 
to the finishing line of a steep, 
slippery course – and he can’t 
wait for next year to try and 
beat his time.

Forsyth is happy to 
complete italian job

Cybele club member Andrew Forsyth headed to Italy

110
Kilometres that 

were ridden
in Italy

Rallying success proves to be a family affair
By Phil James
tango@blackpoolgazette.co.uk
@The_Gazette

Fylde coast rallyists were out 
in force on last weekend’s Adg-
espeed Stages with the top re-
sult from Preesall father and 
son, Neil and Daniel Roskell, 
who were third in their ND 
Civils Subaru Impreza.

Organised by the Wigan 
and District Motor Club, and 
held at the Three Sisters Race 
Circuit at Ashton-in-Maker-
field, the event attracted a 50-
car entry for 12, timed to the 
second, special stages.

Hambleton’s Simon Bowen 
and Richard Robinson were 
debuting a Ford Sierra Cos-

worth, built to historic speci-
fication.

More used to four-wheel 
drive machinery, Bowen 
struggled to balance the car’s 
power against its limited grip.

An trip onto the grass on 
stage six resulted in an alterca-
tion with the tyre wall and the 
loss of the car’s rear bumper 
as he finished 17th.

It was a better day for an-
other Hambleton duo, Paul 
Murro and Callum Cross, who 
brought their Ford Escort Mk2 
home in sixth place.

There was a family element 
to a number of the Blackpool 
South Shore Motor Club mem-
bers who contested the rally 
with the best result coming for 
father and son pairing John 

and Alex Stone.
They brought their Legend 

Fires Renault Twingo home in 
21st overall and third in Class 
C for up to 1600cc cars.

Paul and Phil Reader were 
another combination in ac-
tion, finishing 42nd in their 
Peugeot 205 GTi.

It was a mixed day for co-
driver cousins Craig Simkiss 
and Chris Sharpe-Simkiss, 
who partnered father and 
son Peter and Alex Jackson in 
a pair of Fords.

After two stages Craig and 
Peter were leading the ral-
ly, but on the following test, 
their Escort Mk2 succumbed 
to clutch failure and their rally 
was over.

Alex and Chris had a better 

day, finishing 24th overall and 
second in Class B for 1400cc 
cars in their Ka.

Barry Armer was anoth-
er South Shore co-driver in 
action, partnering Erdinc 
Degrirmencloglu in a Ford Es-
cort Mk1 for 23rd place.

Lytham St Annes duo Roy 
Wadsley and Steve Wilson 
were 20th in their 3440cc Ford 
Escort Mk1.

Victory went to Adam Wil-
liams and Rachael Atherton in 
a Subaru Impreza, seven sec-
onds ahead of the Ford Escort 
Mk2 of Matt Pierce and Brad 
Sowerby.
Pictured: Simon Bowen and Rich-
ard Robinson (top); Neil and Daniel 
Roskell (bottom)
Pictures: www.pro-rally.co.uk

Fielding: 
Role was 
always 
short-term
CoNtINueD FRom BACk
“Not many people have that 
flexibility to take on a task like 
this and deliver it.

“But I was keen to do it and 
the company I work for know 
how much hard work I had put 
in over the previous five and 
six years.

“It was always on the basis 
that it was short-term until we 
got everything over the line, so 
I knew I would take a step back 
when the new owner came in.

“Since Simon arrived, my 
role has diminished almost 
to the point where it became 
a titular role.

“Sometimes he would ring 
me up and ask for my advice 
on things, and that may well 
continue. I told him I’m always 
here should he need a second 
opinion.

“But I think it’s time for 
him, Brett, Ben and Linton 
(Brown) to get on with it, just 
as we did back in February to 
do what we did for that three 
or four-month period.”

Blackpool owner Simon Sadler


