
45

45    blackpoolgazette.co.uk | facebook.com/blackpoolgazette | @The _Gazette
Wednesday, October 2, 2019
Wednesday, October 2, 2019    www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk Main EditiOn

spOrt

A test of contact
This week’s top tip from Alastair 
Taylor of Lytham Golf Academy 
is how golfers can gain distance.
Every golfer would like to hit 
the ball further and the best 
way to do this is to transfer as 
much energy from the club 
head to the golf ball as pos-
sible. 

Now, very often, golfers 
will simply try swinging 
faster to hit the ball further 
but, very often, they actually 
need to strike the ball better 
to do this.

Next time you get chance 
to practice, try swinging at 
different speeds and see 
which speed gives you the 

best contact with the ball 
and there is every chance 
this will give you your best 
distance. If you can maintain 
this contact when you swing 
quicker then this is perfect, 
but if not, swinging slower 
could actually get you hitting 
the ball further.

If you can hit the ball fur-
ther it should also give you a 
better chance to score well 
and reduce your handicap 
this season.

To contact Alastair at 
Lytham Golf Academy call 
01772 631520 or take a look 
at his YouTube channel Ali-
TaylorGolf.

Grayson 
clears up 
defender 
confusion
conTinued from bAck
And Grayson was happy with 
how his side saw out the re-
mainder of the game to earn 
their second win in three.

“When you look at the 
game, Jak (Alnwick) has hard-
ly had a save to make,” the Pool 
boss said.

“Their keeper has made 
a fantastic save from Jordan 
in the second half, but there 
were a few balls that went fly-
ing across the goal.

“We dealt with it well, we 
managed the game well and 
you have to do whatever is 
required to win matches at 
times. We’ve done that.”

There was confusion late 
on for the Seasiders when Ben 
Heneghan refused to come off 
with an injury despite clearly 
being in pain.

Explaining the mix-up, 
Grayson said: “I’m getting in-
formation from the players 
that Ben Heneghan is strug-
gling with his ankle which it 
looked like he was.

“But he then told us he was 
fine, just hobbling around, 
and wanted to defend the box.

“It was a bit confusing but 
fair play to Ben, he wanted 
to stay out there, but it was 
miscommunication from the 
players and not my fault.”

The Seasiders are in re-
serve action this afternoon as 
they welcome Morecambe to 
Squires Gate FC for their cup 
clash (2pm kick-off).

Youth-team striker Ewan 
Bange scored twice last week 
as Blackpool’s reserves got 
their league campaign off to 
a winning start against Tran-
mere Rovers.

Meanwhile  the youth 
team’s scheduled match 
against Rochdale on Satur-
day was postponed due to the 
weather.

8
Wins from 14 
matches for 
Lancashire

By Gazette Reporter
tango@blackpoolgazette.co.uk
@The_Gazette

Unbeaten Lancashire have 
breezed Specsavers County 
Championship Division Two, 
but they are fully aware that 
plenty of hard work lies ahead 
this winter as they contem-
plate the step up in level in 
2020.

Captain Dane Vilas’ side 
won eight of their 14 games 
and won the title by 45 points 
from second-placed North-
amptonshire, bouncing back 
immediately from the disap-
pointment of relegation this 
time last year.

“We’ve ticked the box of 
being Division Two champi-
ons, and we’ve played 
some good cricket,” 
said the excep-
tional South 
African who 
was the big 
w i n n e r  a t 
Friday’s play-
er of the year 
gala dinner at 
Emirates Old 
Trafford.

“We wanted to 
go into Division One 
with a lot of momentum and a 
lot of confidence. But we have 
a lot of preparation to do.

“We need to reassess and 
come back from the highs 
we’ve had this summer.

“We need to reflect on 
where we can improve and 
where we were the last time 
we were in Division One.”

Vilas continued: “It’s a 
stepping stone. Hopefully 
we can now push for a title in 
Division One.

“That’s where everyone 

wants to be, and we’re look-
ing forward to that. 

“Building a good squad 
and big squad will be key to 
longevity for a team.

“You have to do well the 
whole time. There won’t be 
any easy games.  

“There is a long way to go 
because there are some great 
teams in Division One. It’s go-
ing to be a long hard slog and 
I’m looking forward to it.”

That last comment sums 
Vilas up perfectly. When the 
going gets tough, he gets go-
ing.

This season he has scored 
1,734 runs across all three for-
mats, including 1,036 in the 
Championship with one hun-
dred and a double ton.

He has batted at number 
six, kept wicket – 47 

c a t c h e s  a n d  a 
stumping – and 

skippered the 
side brilliant-
ly.

That his 
R e d  R o s e 
team-mates 

n i c k n a m e d 
him, ‘Second 

to (Steve) Smith’, 
tells you every-

thing you need to know 
about the 34-year-old who 
was one of only seven players 
across either division to top 
1,000 Championship runs.

At Old Trafford on Fri-
day, he was named as the 
Championship player of the 
year, the Red Rose executive 
members’ player of the year 
and the club’s overall player 
of the year.

J o s h  B o h a n n o n  w a s 
named young player, while 
Glenn Maxwell and Saqib 
Mahmood scooped the T20 

Hard work ahead 
for the title winners

dane Vilas is hoping to build on Lancashire’s success this season

and one-day awards. 
“As a squad we have been 

fantastic this year,” said bats-
man Keaton Jennings.

“Josh Bohannon has gone 
from batting at number seven 
to going at number three, and 
that’s always hard work.

“Everyone has put their 
hand up at one time or an-
other, and hopefully we can 
carry that on into next year.

“From a batting point of 
view, we have five guys av-

eraging over 40 and a two 
or three more not far be-
hind. And that’s resulted in 
us putting pressure on sides 
because we had runs on the 
board.

“Then, from the bowling 
point of view, we’ve been out-
standing. Everybody that’s 
come in has done a job for us.

“When we move into Di-
vision One, the job will be to 
replicate that sort of form for 
long periods of time.”

Vilas, meanwhile, is set 
to play a much greater part 
in Lancashire’s pre-season 
programme this winter given 
he is not playing a full winter 
of domestic cricket in South 
Africa.

 He will play in the Mzansi 
T20 Super League in Novem-
ber and December for Dur-
ban Heat, but his wife Pippa, 
working on an ancestral visa, 
and their two young children 
are settled in the UK.

Duo Motor to rallying success
By Phil James
tango@blackpoolgazette.co.uk
@The_Gazette

Blackpool South Shore Motor 
Club members Simon Bowen 
and Richard Robinson took 
victory as stage rallying re-
turned to Weeton Army Camp 
for the Heroes Stages Rally.

In only their second out-
ing in the Andrews Bowen 
Ford Fiesta S2000T, Bowen 
and Robinson finished almost 
two minutes ahead of their 
Hambleton neighbours, Paul 
Murro and Callum Cross, in 

the Ford Escort Mk2.
There was also a top-10 

finish for James Ford, from 
Greenhalgh, and co-driver 
Ryan Griffiths, who were sev-
enth in the Ford Escort Mk2.

Dave Gratrix and Iain 
Reece were eighth overall in 
their Renault Clio 182.

Steven Kenyon from Cat-
terall and Jonathan Cragg 
from Thornton just missed 
out on a coveted top-10 fin-
ish, bringing their Mitsubi-
shi Lancer Evo4 home in 11th.

S o u t h  S h o r e ’s  C h r i s 
Sharpe-Simkiss guided Clift-
on’s Rob Jones to 14th overall 

in the Blackpool and the Fylde 
College BMW Mini Cooper S.

It wasn’t such a good day 
though for Preesall duo Neil 

and Daniel Roskell, who hit 
a kerb in their ND Civils Sub-
aru Impreza and the damage 
forced their retirement.

Simon bowen and richard robinson                 Picture: www.Pro-rALLy.co.uk


